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700 Robbins Avenue
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1.877.DLA.CALL

DSCP manages elastomeric o-rings, gaskets and seals (Federal Supply Classes 5330/ 5331) and assigns shelf-life time periods for this commodity. As an active participant in DOD’s initiatives in shelf-life management, DSCP offers this brochure as a basic guide and information resource on o-ring shelf-life management issues.

Shelf-Life Terms

Shelf Life: The total period of time beginning with the date of manufacture or cure, that an item may remain in the combined wholesale (including manufacture) and retail storage system and still remain suitable for issue to the end user. 

Shelf-Life Item: A supply item that possesses deteriorative or unstable characteristics to the degree that a storage time period must be assigned to ensure that it will perform satisfactorily in service. 

Type I Shelf-Life Item:  An individual item of supply, which is determined through an evaluation of technical test data and/or actual experience, to be an item with a definite non-extendible period of shelf-life.  A one position alpha code (non-extendible), except code “X”, is assigned to a Type I SL item.

Type II Shelf-Life Item: An individual item of supply having an assigned shelf-life time period that may be extended after completion of inspection, test, or restoration action.  A one position numeric code (extendible) or code “X” is assigned to a Type II SL item.

Shelf-Life Management for Elastomeric O-Rings, Federal Supply Class 5331

Determining Shelf-Life Codes

· Check the DOD Federal Logistics Information System (FLIS) using the National Stock Number (NSN), Item Name Code (INC), or Item Name (IN) to determine the shelf-life codes (SLC). If FLIS is not accessible, use FedLog to check for the information (see Websites under Points of Contact). (Fedlog information update is approximately 2 months behind FLIS data).

· When an o-ring is not a shelf-life item, it will be identified by a SLC of “0” (zero). If FLIS is not accessible, use FedLog to check for the information.  For additional information, contact the DLIS Shelf-Life Point of Contact (POC). DSCP

· Due to the deteriorative nature of elastomeric material, the amount of time that o-rings may remain on the shelf in the packaged state is limited. The unit package must be marked since the type of material will affect the length of time that the material can be stored without being used, or before deteriorative characteristics will cause the item to be useless. Therefore, the unit package is marked with the “cure date” as well an “expiration date”.

· For discrepancies or questions concerning shelf-life codes, contact one of the O-ring Shelf-Life Management Points of Contact.

     Guidelines

Inspection of Container for General Condition and Serviceability

· The o-ring packaging should be clean and secure, free from tears or other packaging failure.

· Labels should be legible and securely attached to the container. Labels should include:

NSN

Manufacturer and CAGE

Manufacturer Part Number, Specification Number, and revision letter

Date of manufacture, cure date, expiration date

Contract Number/Lot Number

Shelf-Life Extension & Disposal

When Type I O-rings reach or exceed the expiration date, process such items for disposal. When Type II O-rings reach or exceed inspection/test-date, check the Quality Status List (QSL). The QSL contains extension information for o-rings that have been laboratory tested. Each o-ring is assigned an alpha shelf-life code. This extension information is valid only if the stock to be extended is stored in accordance with DLAI 4145.11 and DLAR 4155.37.

Once shelf-life items are considered excess and disposal action is required, there should be no delay in processing such items to your DRMO. If assistance is needed for shelf-life issues for elastomeric o-rings, contact the applicable personnel in the Points of Contact listing that follows.

Points of Contact

Shelf-Life Program

· DOD, sles.dod@dla.mil, 703-767-1585
· DSCP, sles.dla@dla.mil, 215-737-3776
· Army, sles.army@dla.mil, 570-895-7685
· Navy, sles.navy@dla.mil, 717-605-1506
· AF, sles.airforce@dla.mil, 478-926-4005
· MC, sles.marine@dla.mil, 703-695-8947
· GSA, sles.gsa@dla.mil, 703-308-6532
Websites

· http://www.shelflife.hq.dla.mil
· http://www.drms.dla.mil
· http://www.shelflife.hq.dla.mil/sub_oring.htm
· http://www.dlis.dla.mil
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